
Stronger Together

• STEM Education and Outreach during the COVID pandemic 



Education and 
Outreach Vision

Engage a broad community,  a vision for 
change and embracing the importance 
and  power of diversity for scientific 
innovation and education to develop a  
capable workforce in STEAM.



The 2020 presented a new scenario with a lot of challenges for STEAM 
education …

Catastrophic Event – Earthquakes in Puerto Rico 

• Limited  access to to K-12 schools.

• Limited access to University and Research Facilities. 

COVID19- Pandemic 

• Lack of materials and resources for online education for 
Hispanic populations

• Research Internships –Access to laboratory and travels were 
restricted

• Summer Camp in a new modality

• Teachers & Professor are burdened and stressed



Collaboration among 
different Research 
programs were 
reinforced to respond 
to the Pandemic and 
Empower the Next 
Generation of 
Hispanics students  in 
STEAM through 
different initiatives…



Online Activities to Provide
relevance to STEAM Careers &
Visibility of Role Models

Synchronic  and synchronic Courses 
workshops and Summer Camps

Development of Educative Material and 
Videos

Virtual Tours of Research Facilities 

Initiatives to increase women in 
STEAM

I n i t i a t i v e s

Collaboration among different Research programs were 
reinforced to respond to the Pandemic and Empower the 
Next Generation of Hispanics students  in STEAM 
through…



Our Initiative facilitate the access of  students to opportunities offered by  
Different Research Programs 



Development of Educational 
Videos & Virtual Days 
• Our work to educate the community did not stop. We 

created videos and workshops to educate the public about 

the COVID19 pandemic and ways to protect themselves 

from it.

•

• In addition, over 30 educational videos and online events, 

such as Nanodays, were made available  to provide 

teachers and students with the tools to continue their 

learning process and get familiar with our research 

projects.

• These resources were made available through our social 

media, internet pages and you tube channels:

• @CAWTEducation

• @poderlatinasSTEAM

• @CIRE2Neducation

• @PRSRINTEducation 



• It was online forum  to 
promote careers in STEAM

• Fellows and Researchers
were interviewed about 
their journey in science 
careers

• Provide Recommendations 
about how to purse a 
career in STEAM 
disciplines 

• It impacted more than 200 
participants 



Facilities 
Virtual tours

• Teachers and Student were 

provided with  virtual tours of 

CAWT facilities to increase 

interest in STEM careers.

• Question & Answer Section



Symposium the Power of  Women in 
Science

Recognizing the importance of increasing the diversity and number of women 
in STEM professions, we adjusted our activities to celebrate our second 
symposium: The power of women in science in a virtual format,. More than 35 
women scientists presented their stories and research to inspire girls

To increase the reach of the activity, we created an internet page where we 
included all the information related to the event and made it accessible to all 
participants.

Visit the symposium webpage in this link: 

https://steamlatinas2021.Wixsite.Com/simposio

The symposium had several sections to give the girls the opportunity to interact 
and ask questions to their favorite scientists, draw and impersonate their 
favorite scientists and learn about opportunities near them

https://steamlatinas2021.Wixsite.Com/simposio

https://steamlatinas2021.wixsite.com/simposio
https://steamlatinas2021.wixsite.com/simposio
https://steamlatinas2021.wixsite.com/simposio


Book on STEM 
careers: 
¡La mujer Latina en
la Ciencia! 

The book is a compilation of the 

events  of the First Symposium the 

Power of Women in Science was 

made available to the public.

It presents the biographies of 

successful latin women scientists, the 

draws od role model scientist made 

by the girls  that participated in the 

symposium.

It can be downloaded  free of charge 

in the following link: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/

1SGnajdALCG267Puym-

ZBYt4aE27Vjt5v/view?usp=shari

ng

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SGnajdALCG267Puym-ZBYt4aE27Vjt5v/view?usp=sharing


Take a look at Nanoambiente, our educational magazine and explore our 
projects!

http://www.cire2n.upr.edu/nanoambiente/

http://www.cire2n.upr.edu/nanoambiente/


Positive Aspect of Online EOD

Positive 
Aspects

Disadvantages



Meet our Team



Empowering the Next Generation of Latinas in STEAM-
PI & Project Director

NASA-MIRO-SPRINT & NSF-CREST-CIRE2N 
Co- Principal Investigator & Co-Project Director  
NSF-CAWT-Outreach & Education Coordinator

Email: liz.diaz2@upr.edu

Empowering the Next Generation of Latinas in STEAM



Principal Investigator 
Project Director

Outreach and Education 
Coordinator

Outreach and Education 
Coordinator



Co-Principal InvestigatorPrincipal Investigator 
Project Director

Co- Principal Investigator



Principal Investigator & Director-
NASA-MIRO-SPRINT & NSF-PRLSAMP



Principal Investigator
Project Digitalization of Events

University of Puerto Rico,

Rio Piedras High School (UHS)

Music Director
University of Puerto Rico,

Rio Piedras High School (UHS)



Principal Investigator
Project Director

Associate Director, Empowering 
the next Generation of Latinas in 
STEAM - Co-PI & Co-Director



Science & Art Collaborators 

Mrs. Andrea Guzman
Scientific Illustrator 



Science Ambassadors

Jennifer Gil Alondra Rodríguez Lisby Santiago Junellie Cruz Jose L. Ramírez

Ashley Vázquez Marielys Torres Dara Rodríguez Liz Santiago Daniella Vargas

Yelitce Reales Yeiza Hernández Nilsa Aponte



Student Associations and  Organizations 



Contact us:
@PODERLATINASSTEAM
@CAWTEDUCATION
@CIRE2NEDUCATION
@UPRRPPRSPRINT

Liz.diaz2@upr.edu

https://cawt.upr.edu 

http://pr-sprint.com/

http://www.cire2n.upr.edu/

https://www.facebook.com/PODERLATINASSTEAM/?modal=admin_todo_tour
mailto:Liz.diaz2@upr.edu
https://cawt.upr.edu/



